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intellectual constitution, and, above all, his moral
obligation to a society which finds itself in a precarious
state of crisis. Whatever the value of Nietzsche's
contribution to particular cultural issues may be, the
very absence in his work of clear-cut and positive an-
swers to his own questions compelled those who found
his inquiries relevant to search for solutions and defi-
nitions. In effect, Nietzsche acted as a catalyst who
caused change and reaction in others, without him-
self being, in every case, willing or capable of provid-
ing a plausible answer.

For the literary artist, both in Germany and else-
where in Europe, the impact of Nietzsche's work was
bound to be of the greatest significance. It was not
his poetry which proved to be of consequence; for al-
though he chose for his Zarathustra a highly charged
dithyrambic manner, he was not primarily a poet.
Nietzsche's poems are the expression of an extraor-
dinarily sensitive and musical mind with a fine, though
not unconventional, talent for brief and succinct po-
etic forms. They are carried by the same force of
flashing and translucent insight which illuminates his
prose. But Nietzsche's influence upon succeeding art-
ists sprang from his general philosophical attitude
rather than from the nature of his literary idiom. Im-
pressionists, symbolists, and expressionists alike found
themselves, each in a different way, supported by the
great questioner.
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